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The current financial year (2015/16) has been yet another difficult one for 

local government finance. Both the spending review and the 2016/17 

settlement have had a significant impact on local authorities, not least 

because they signal the continuation of cuts in funding.   

The coming financial year promises more upheaval and change, despite the fact that the 

overall funding package appears to be confirmed for four years.  The issues and changes to 

contend with in 2016/17 will include: 

 Review of needs. DCLG has set up a 

working group to look again at needs 

allocations, many of which are years 

out of date. We should start to get an 

idea of potential changes this year, 

including a consultation paper in the 

summer, although implementation 

might not be until later years.   

 Review of retained business rates. 

DCLG is also reviewing the way the 

retained rates system works. There 

are some obvious opportunities to 

make the system run more smoothly 

(appeals, central/local rating). The 

review is also likely to consider how 

the system will cope with 100% 

retention, which is promised by the 

end of the parliament.   

 Revaluation. A new rating list will be 

introduced in 2017/18, with a draft rating 

list available in September 2016 and a 

new multiplier in November 2016. 

Revaluation will impact on funding 

targets, top-ups/tariffs, levy rates 

(potentially) and appeals.   

 Four-year settlement. Local authorities 

have been given until the end of October 

2016 to decide whether to take up the 

government’s offer. But we don’t know 

yet what this will entail.   

 Changes to other funding streams, eg 

New Homes Bonus and Better Care Fund.   

 Devolution and reorganisation. Changes 

in the structure of local government are 

picking up pace, with growing fiscal 

implications.   

 

  

 

North Somerset Council: 

“Since using the services of Pixel, I 

have always found their briefings to 

be accurate and timely. More 

importantly though, whenever we 

have needed to clarify any matter, or 

raise a query, the response times 

have been excellent.” 

Peter Sloman, Head of Financial 

Management 
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keeping you 
connected 

Daventry District Council: 

“I have found Neil Benn and Adrian Jenkins 

to have an in-depth knowledge of local 

government finance and a style that conveys 

confidence. In the last two years their advice 

and information bulletins have proved 

invaluable in helping to understand complex 

issues, in particular the new business rates 

retention scheme. We regularly use their 

financial model which is an extremely useful 

tool for sensitivity analysis.”  

Audra Statham, Chief Financial Officer 
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We are delighted to welcome you to the CIPFA Funding Advisory Service (FAS)  

The FAS is a subscription-based service that is designed to help you understand the 

impact that current and potential future changes to a variety of revenue and capital 

funding sources will have on your authority. It is a service that will help scope your 

resource funding envelope both for the current year and for several years ahead and 

which is designed to best support your short and medium term financial planning 

requirements. 

CIPFA is uniquely placed to help authorities understand their changing grant position. Our 

policy knowledge and understanding of the key drivers of change along with our statistical 

and modelling know-how mean that we can tailor support to each member of the FAS. 

 

CONTACT US 

 

Adrian Jenkins (Service Support) 

Director, Pixel Financial 

Management Ltd 

T: 07969 980 016 

E: adrian@pixelfinancial.com  

 

 

Dan Bates (Technical Queries) 

Analyst, Pixel Financial 

Management Ltd 

T: 07817 619523 

E: dan@pixelfinancial.co.uk 

 

 

Cliff Dalton (General Networks 

Queries) 

Head of Local Government and 

Transformation 

E: cliff.dalton@cipfa.org 

W: 01262 851725 

M: 07919 018754 

@cliffdalton 
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welcome to 
the CIPFA FAS 

Introducing our partner – 

Pixel Financial Management 

The Funding Advisory Service is a practitioner 

support service for CIPFA, but our delivery partner 

(Pixel Financial Management) is a well-established 

supporter of 70 local authorities in advising on 

their grant position, funding and resourcing 

matters. 

The FAS is therefore a fusion of the knowledge, 

expertise and know-how from CIPFA with the 

specialism and forecasting experience already in 

place from our delivery partner.  

Pixel is strengthening its team in 2016 with the 

introduction of Dan Bates as an additional analyst.   

This offers subscribers to the FAS an unrivalled 

combination of service expertise comprising a 

well-rounded and balanced service package. 

mailto:adrian@pixelfinancial.com
mailto:cliff.dalton@cipfa.org
http://twitter.com/
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Membership of CIPFA’s Funding Advisory Service offers critical and timely 

advice about changes in funding and the impact on your organisation, 

including:  

 Tailored report for each authority on the 

provisional local government finance 

settlement 

 Monthly updates on current issues 

 Specific support for individual 

authorities, such as reviewing responses 

to consultations and advising on funding 

forecasts 

 Advice on the retained rates system, 

particularly completion of NNDR1/ 

NNDR3 forms and provision for appeals 

 A dedicated website containing a wealth 

of published information including 

regular briefings, newsletters and 

updates, as well as current and past 

event materials 

 A regional and national practitioner 

network for you to share your views and 

concerns, in order to drive change and 

strengthen the voice of your authority 

 15–20% discount on events and some 

advice packages 

  

 Each subscriber (or group of subscribers) 

can have an onsite meeting to go through 

the current grant landscape, influencers 

and opportunities – tailored to your 

authority 

 Timely updates on relevant political, 

financial and legislative issues affecting 

grant distribution and quantum levels, 

including an assessment of how it will 

affect your authority 

 Access to grant forecasting models – used 

by many authorities as core financial 

planning tool  

 Unlimited telephone and email support on 

the latest developments and 

announcements 

 In-depth briefing notes on all the relevant 

government announcements affecting local 

government finance, as well as rapid 

response to releases and announcements 

as they come out 

  

  

  

  

the benefits of membership 
for your organisation 
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Specifically membership of the FAS will include the following benefits: 

 formula grant 

 retained rates scheme 

 council tax and New Homes Bonus  

 

 

 

 

 devolution and reorganisation 

 Better Care Fund 

 other specific grants (including capital 

finance)  
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The Funding Advisory Service published more than 20 separate briefing 

notes in 2015/16, in addition to email updates and responses to specific 

queries from subscribers. We also published various updates to our grant 

forecasting model.   

As part of the subscription, our subscribers can expect to receive support and briefings on: 

 Budget and Autumn Statement 

 provisional and final settlements 

 consultation papers issued by government (we are expecting a significant summer 

consultation) 

 revaluation. 

In addition, the FAS provides a range of additional events and packages to help subscribers 

and to respond to the key announcements from central government. These are our planned 

offerings for 2016/17 (subject to change, depending on actual government 

announcements): 

On the agenda for 2016/17 

NNDR3 Support Package 

We provide crucial support on how to 

complete your NNDR3 form. And we 

provide more than just technical advice – 

using our in-house methodology we also 

help you to understand how to maximise 

your authority’s financial position. We can 

also provide bespoke onsite support for a 

fixed fee if this would be useful.  

Output: estimate provision for 

outstanding appeals using our in-house 

appeals methodology 

Onsite day if required 

April–June 2016 

our 2015/16 core FAS 
programme 

4 

Introduction to Local Government 

Funding 

Full day training course for those who are 

new to local government funding. Taking 

you through how the system works, 

including RSG, business rates, council tax 

and all other major funding streams. 

Early June 2016  

London/Leeds 
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Summer Technical Consultation Paper 

We are expecting DCLG to issue a 

consultation paper in the summer covering 

needs, revaluation and retained rates. This 

workshop series will provide an insight into 

the proposals and allow delegates to find 

out more about what the proposals mean 

for their authority.   

Summer 2016  

London/Leeds 

 

Events for NDR revaluation 

There are huge changes planned for 

business rates, and part of these will be the 

revaluation for 2016/17. The new rating list 

will be published in September 2016, and 

the multiplier in November 2016. These 

events will help you to understand what is 

being planned and how it might impact on 

your 2017/18 budget.   

October/November 2016 

Leeds/London 

Revaluation Support Package 

Given the huge potential impact of 

revaluation, we are offering a support 

package for subscribers. The package will 

help authorities estimate the potential 

impact on them. The package will be 

ongoing and will support the authority over 

the next nine months.   

April 2016 to March 2017 

 

Provisional settlement conference 

We will be holding our annual conference in 

January 2016, following the provisional 

settlement in December.   

January 2017 
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The FAS provides frequent updates on topical issues related to local 

government funding. This information is vital in staying up to date on the 

latest funding and technical issues. 

The FAS website www.cipfa.org/services/networks/funding-advisory-service will provide 

access to documentation, spreadsheet models, telephone support resource, on-site support 

through our dedicated clinic, and guidance across a wide range of public sector finance and 

accounting areas.  

This guidance will include Pixel Financial Management support material, which will be 

constantly added to by our advisors as the public sector funding agenda evolves. 

The members’ area of the FAS website will therefore have a wealth of information and 

services for you to access exclusively, saving you time, money and effort. Membership of 

the FAS can pay for itself through the incalculable impact it has on improving your 

authority’s knowledge, performance and resource envelope moving forward. 

 

summary of benefits 
and how to join 

5 

How to join 

If you are interested in receiving this service, please contact Cliff Dalton (Head of Local 

Government and Transformation) or Adrian Jenkins (Pixel) on the numbers and contact 

detail given earlier in this document. Technical advice and service support will be provided 

by our colleagues from Pixel. 

FAS annual subscription prices (exclusive of VAT): 

The FAS subscription* year runs from April to March and currently does not include pre-

paid places to attend network events. Delegate places at these events will be discounted 

for FAS subscribers. In year membership will be provided at pro-rata prices for subscribers. 

Authority type Annual subscription 

District council £2,000 

County council £2,500 

Metropolitan & 

London councils £2,500 

Unitary council £2,500 

 

*Existing Pixel subscribers are considered to be CIPFA FAS subscribers. 
 

file:///C:/Users/RhiannonP.CIPFA/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/037ZMWQ8/www.cipfa.org/services/networks/funding-advisory-service
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